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‘ 


THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION, 


DESIRING to develop the law of the sea. in order to meet eee and future needs of 
the entire world communi ty 5 


“HAVE AGREED as follows: . 
(Chapter One: Titemnaliniey Y ‘Ratna for the Sea~Bed and Ocean Floor Rass 
National Jurisdiction) 
Chapter Two 
TERRITORIAL SEA 


PART I Pare 
NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS 
Article 1 1 


he the soyecetis of a State extends beyond its land territory and its internal | 
waters to a belt of sea adjacent to its coast described as the territorial sea. 


2. The sovereignty of a coastal State extends also to the air space over the 
territorial: | sea a8 well as to the bea and subsoil thereof. 


3. The’ coastal State exercises this’ ‘boveréd pity subject to the provisions of this 
Convention and to other rules’ of international law. 
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PART II 
LIMITS OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 
Article 2 


The territorial sea may not extend beyond 12 nautical miles from the baseline from 
which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 


Note: Add here the text of articles 3 to 13 of the Territorial Sea 
Convention, 1958. 


PART III 


RIGHT OF INNOCENT PASSAGE THROUGH THE TERRITORIAL SEA 


Section I. Rules applicable to all ships 


Article 14 


Subject to the provisions of this chapter, ships of all States, whether coastal or 
not, shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea. Passage of 
straits used for international navigation is governed by the provisions of 
Chapter Three of this Convention. 


Article 15 


1. Innocent passage means navigation through the territorial sea for the purpose 
either of traversing that sea without entering internal waters, or of proceeding to or 
from internal waters. 


2. Innocent passage includes stopping and anchoring; but only in so far as the same 
are incidental to ordinary navigation or are rendered necessary by force majeure 
or by distress; otherwise such passage shall be continuous and expeditious. 


Article 16 


1. Passage is innocent so long as it is not prejudicial to the peace, good order or 
security of the coastal State. Such passage shall take place in conformity with these 
articles and with other rules of international law. : 


2. Passage of a foreign ship shall not be considered prejudicial to the peace, good 
order or security of the coastal State unless, in the territorial sea, it engages in 
any threat or use of force in violation of the Charter of the United Nations against 
the territorial integrity or political independence of the coastal State, or without 
authorization from the coastal State or justification under international law in any of 
the following activities: 


(a) any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind; 


(b) the launching or taking on board of any aircraft; Fuck 
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(c) the launching, landing or taking on board of any military device; 


(a) the embarking or disembarking of any person or cargo contrary to the customs, 
fiscal, immigration . or sanitary laws. or regulations of the coastal State; 


(e) any act aimed at interfering with any system of communication of ane aeaseed 
State; an 44 see ties Hehe ee 

(ft) oe net Vee 'et dnterferiie with any ee facilities or  aaeedyeniond of 
the coastal State. 


cra Passage shall not be considered prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of 
the coastal State if any such activity is: 


(a) prudent for safe and efficient Sagipation: in accordance iA EH. the normal 
practice of seamen; or . .- : Set As 


(b) carried out with the prior authorization of the coastal states | or 


(a) rendered necessary Be force majeure or diceccee or for the purpose. of 
rendering assistance to persons, ships or aircraft in danger or distress. 


Le The coastal State shall not hamper the Honcat passage of torsion ships through 
the territorial Sea. and. shall not discriminate in form:or, in fact amongst par eree ships 
‘on any ‘grounds. : 


5. The coastal State is required to give appropriate publicity to any dangers to 
navigation, . of which. it has saa a MtuED the territorial sea. 


6. ime ‘coastal ‘State may ‘take the necessary atene in ite territorial sea to prevent 
passage which is not innocent within the meee of this article. 


7. In the case of ships proceeding to iavewdet waters, the coastal State shall also 
have the right to take the necessary ;sveps.. to pr revent any breach of the conditions to 
which adinission of those ships to such waters is subject. 


Article 17 


The coastal State may, without discrimination amongst foreign ships, . suspend 
temporarily in. “specified areas of. ‘the territorial sea the innocent passage of foreign 
ships if such suspension is. essential for the protection of its security. Such 
suspension shall take effect only after having been given appropesate punditry 


Article 18 
ds The coastal State may make laws and regulations in conformity with the provisions - 
ar this Convention and other rules of international law relating. to innocent passage 


be irough its territorial sea. Such laws and regulations may be. at in respect of the 
following: 


ee 
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(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of marine traffic, including sea 
lanes and traffic separation schemes; 


(b) the prevention of destruction of, or damage to, facilities and systems of aids 
to navigation; 


(c) the prevention of destruction of, or damage to, facilities or installations, 
including those for the exploration and exploitation of resources of the sea-bed and 
subsoil; 


(d) the preservation of the marine environment in accordance with Chapter 
of this Convention; 


(e) research into the marine environment; 


(f) prevention of infringement of the customs, fiscal, immigration, or 
sanitary regulations of the coastal State; and , : 


(g) prevention of unauthorized fishing by foreign fishing vessels including 
inter alia the stowage of gear. 


2. Such laws and regulations shall not: 


(a) apply to the design, construction, manning or equipment of foreign ships or 
matters regulated by generaliy accepted international rules unless specifically 
authorized by such rules; : 


(b) impose requirements on foreign ships which have the practical effect of 
denying or prejudicing the right of innocent passage in accordance with this 
Convention; and 


(c) discriminate in form or in fact among foreign ships. 
3. The coastal State shall give due publicity toall such laws and regulations. 


, Foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage through the territorial 
sea shall comply with all such laws and regulations of the coastal State. 


De The coastal State shall ensure that the application, in form and in fact, of its 
laws and regulations upon foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage is in 
conformity with the provisions cf this Convention. If a coastal State acts in a manner 
contrary to the vrovisions cf this Chavtcr erd loss or darave to a foreign ship-regults, 


the coastal State shall compensate the owners of the ship for that loss or damage. 


Article 19 
During their passage through the territorial sea foreign ships including marine 


research and hydrographic survey ships may not carry out any marine research or survey 
activities without the prior authorization of the coastal State. 


/. ee 
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‘Article 20 


Submarines and other underwater ‘vehicles in innocent passage may be required to 
navigate on the. SUEIeGe. ane to show ches flag. - 


Section II. Rules opti cable to merchant ships 
Article 21 


1. No charge may be levied “pen foreign ey ee reason it of their passage through 
the territorial sea. 


2. Reasonable charges may be levied upon a foreign ship passing through the 
territorial sea as payment only for specific services rendered oo the ship, The 
charges shall be levied without discrimination. . mere 


Article 22 


“1. The criminal jurisdiction of the coastal State should not be exercised on board 
a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea to arrest any person or to conduct 
any investigation in connexion: with any crime Solent bet: on board the ship during its 
passage, save only in the following cases: : 


(a) if the consequences of the crime extend tc the coastal State; or 


(b) if the crime is of a kind to disturb the peace of the country or the 
good order of the territorial sea; or 


(c) if the assistance of the local authorities has been requested by the 
captain of the ship or by the consul: of the country whose flag the ship flies; or 


(4) if it is necessary for the suppression of illicit traffic in narcotic 
drugs. 


2. - The provisions of paragraph 1 of this article do not affect the right of the 
coastal State to take any steps authorized by its laws for the purpose of any arrest. 
or investigation on board a ae ship passing through the territorial sea after 
leaving internal waters: 


3. In the cases pporided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article, the coastal 
State shall, if the captain so requests, advise the consular authority of the flag 
State before taking any steps, and shall facilitate contact between such authority: — 
and the ship's crew. In cases of emergency this notification may be communicated 
while the measures are being taken. 


4, In considering whether or how an arrest should be made, the local authorities 
shall pay due regard to the aera tne ‘of navigation. 


| ces 
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De The coastal State may not take any steps on board a foreign ship passing through 
the territorial sea to arrest any person or to conduct any investigation in connexion 
with any crime committed before the ship entered the territorial sea, if the ship, 
proceeding from a foreign port, is only passing through the territorial sea without 
entering internal waters. 


Article 23 


1. The coastal State should not stop or divert a foreign ship passing through the 
territorial sea for the purpose of exercising civil jurisdiction in relation to a 
person on board the ship. 


2. The coastal State may not levy execution against or arrest the ship for the purpose 
of any civil proceedings, save only in respect of obligations or liabilities assumed or 
incurred by the ship itself in the course, or for the purpose of its passage through 

the waters of the coastal State. 


3. The provisions of paragraph 2 of this article are without prejudice to the right 

of the coastal State, in accordance with its laws, to levy execution against or to 
arrest for the purpose of any civil proceedings, a foreign ship lying in the territorial 
sea, or passing through the territorial sea after leaving internal waters. 


Section III. Rules applicable to government ships 


Sub-section A. ‘overnment ships other than warships 
Article 2h 


The rules contained in Sections I and II of these articles shall apply to 
co. .ormnent ships operated for commercial purposes. 


Article 25 


1. The rules contained in Section I and in Article 21 of these articles shall apply 
to sovernment ships Secreted for non-commercial purposes. 


2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, nothing in these 
articles affects the immunities which such ships enjoy under the provisions of these 
articles or other rules of international law. 


Sub-section-B.. Warships 

Article 26 
1. For the purpose of this article, the term "warship" means a ship belonging to 
the armed forces of a State bearing the external marks distinguishing such ships of 
its nationality, under the command of an officer duly commissioned by the government 


of the State and whose name appears in the appropriate Service List or its equivalent, 
and manned by a crew who are under regular armed forces discipline. 
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2. ‘The rules contained.in-Section I of these articles Shall apply to warships. 


‘3. Forelgn warships exercising the right of innocent passage shall not, in the 
territorial sea, carry outb.any manoeuvres. other then those having direet- bearing — 
on passage. 


4. Tf any wises does not comply with the laws and regulations of the coastal 
State relating to passage through the territor4tal sea or faile to comply with the 
requirements af these articles and disregarda any request. for compliance which is 
mide to ih, the. roastal ‘State: mey require the warship to leave the territorial. sea. 


_Artbele 27 


_*  Bubject to.the sesviainon of Artitles 26 and 26 of thease aeitiac, nothing in 
these articles affects the, immunities which warships enjoy under the ‘provisions. of. 
these articles or other rules..of international lew. 


‘dheseetion C. State responsibility’ tor’ perresamesitt shige: 
Article 28 | 


if, a9 @ result of eny non-compliance by euy warahip or other government ship 
operated for non~commercial purposes with any of the laws or regulations of the — 
constal Stabe relating to, ‘passage through the territorial sea or with any of the 
provisions: of these articles or other rules of international lew, any damage ia caused” 
to the coastal State (iucluding ite environment and any of ite facilities, installations 
or other property, or to any ships flying its fleg), international responsibility shall 
be berne.by the, flag State of the chip causing the dawage. - 


PART IV ~ DISPUTES - 


Article 29 


Any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of thia “chapter shad 
he.aetoled in accordance with Chepter of this Convention. os 
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Chapter Three 
PASSAGE OF STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION 
Article i 


1. In straits to which this article applies, all ships and aircraft enjoy the 
right of transit passage, which shall not be impeded. 


2. ‘Transit passage is the exercise in accordance with the provisions of this 
Chapter of the freedom of navigation and overflight solely for the purpose of 
continuous and expeditious transit of the strait between one part of the high seas 
and another part of the high seas or a State bordering the strait. 


3. This article applies to any strait or other stretch of water, whatever its 
geographical name, which: 


(a) is used for international navigation; 
(b) connects two parts of the high seas. 
4. ‘Transit passage shall apply in a strait only to the extent that: 
(a) an equally suitable high seas route does not exist through the strait; or 


(bo) if the strait is formed by an island of the coastal State, an equally 
suitable high seas passage does not exist seaward of the island. rf 


Article 2 
1. Ships and aircraft, while exercising the right of transit passage shell: 


_(a) proceed without delay through the strait and shell not engage in any 
activities other than those incident to their normal modes of transit; 


(vb) refrain from any threat or use of force in violation of the Charter of 
the United Nations against the territorial integrity or political independence of 
an adjacent straits State. 

2. Ships in transit shall: 

(a) comply with generally accepted international regulations, procedures 

and practices for safety at se4, including the International Regulations for 


Preventing Collisions at Sea; 


(bo) comply with generally accepted international regulations , procedures 
and practices for the prevention and control of pollution from ships. 
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“3. Airerart in trensit shall: 


(a) Observe Rules of the Air established by the International Civil 
Avietion Orgonizstion under the Chicago Convention as they apply to civil 
- @lreraft; State aircraft will normally comply with such safety measures and 


Will at all times Operate with due regard for the safety of navigation; 


fb). at 21 times monitor the radio r'requency easigned by the appropriate 
internationally designated air traffic control authority or the appropriate 
international distress radio frequency, ; 


Arti¢le 3 
L.. In conformity with this Chapter, a straits State may designete seelanes and 


prescribe traffic separation schemes for navigation in the strait where necessary 
to promote the safe passage of shipe. 


2. A straits State may, when circumstances require end after giving due publicity 
_ to its decision, substitute other sealenes or traffic seperation schemes for any 
| previously designated or preseribed by it. 


3s Before designating seolenes or prescribing traffie separation schemes, 4 straits 
State shell refer prcposais to the competent international organization and ehall . 
Gesignate such sealanes or prescribe euch separation schenes only aa approved by that 
crgctnization. 


4. The straits State shall Clearly indicate all sealanes and separation schemes 
Cesignated or prescribed by it on charts to which due publicity shall be given. 


2« . Bhipa in transit shall respech applicable gsealenes and separation schemes 
established in accordaace with this article, ; 


regulationa: 


(a) in conformity with the provisions of Article 3 above; 


1. Subjeet to the provisions of this article, a straits State may make lews and 


(>) ‘giving effect to applicable international regulations regarding 
the discherge of oll, olly wastes and other noxious substances in the strait. 


ae Such laws end regulations shell not discriminate in form or fact among foretan 
ships. 


3. ‘The straits State shall gi-rs due publicity to all. such laws and reguietions. 


6 a ® 
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4. Foreign ships exercising the right of transit passage shall comply with such laws . 
and regulations of the straits State, 


5. if a ship entitled to sovereign immumity does not comply with any such laws or 
regulations end damage to the straits State results, the flag State shall in accordance 
with Article 7 be responsible for any such damage caused to the straits State. 


Article 5 


User Etates ani straits States should by agreement co-operate in the establishment 
end maintenance in a strait of necessary navigation and safety aids or other 
improveuents in aid c® international navigation or for the prevention and control of 
poduihion fron shins. 


Article 6 


f stra.ti State shell not hamper transit passage and shall give appropriate 
“ecicity to anv darzer to navigation or overflight within or over the strait of which 
ic hes knowledge, Tsere shail be no suspension of transit passage. 


Article 7 
1. Recocnsibility for any dermage caused to a straits State resulting from acts in 
contravertion o: «his Chapter by eny ship or aircraft entitled to sovereign immmity 
shail te torne bv soe flag State. 


a: Tf @ straits State scts in a manner.contrary to the provisions of this Chapter 
and Joss or Gamage to & foreiyn ship or aircraft results, the straits State shall 
COMDWISATe the overs cr the vessel or aircraft for that loss or damage. 

Article 8 
ioe cn straints used tor international navigation between one part of the high seas 
aid another perv. ot “ce high seas or between one part of the high seas and the 
terratori:i sea ov a foreten State, other than those straits in which the régime of 
‘rTensit passage appiies in accordance with Article 1, the régime of innocent passage 
in accordance with the provisions of Part III of Chapter Two shall epply, subject to 
-the provisions.o? ihis-artiecle. 


2. There shell be no suspension of the innocent passage of foreign ships through —~ 
such straits. 


3. The provision cf Article 3 of this Chapter shall apply in such straits. 
Article 9 


Wot.ing in this Chapter.shall affect any areas of high seas within a strait. __ 


/. os 
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Article 10 


The provisions of this Chapter shall not affect obligations under the Charter 
the United Nations or under conventions or other international agreements already 
force relating to a particular strait. 


Article 11 


In this Chapter "straits State” means any State bordering a strait to which the 


Chapter applies. 


Article le 


Any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Chapter shall 


be settled in accordance with Chapter of this Convention. 
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